By using a fully quantum approach based on an input-output formulation of the stochastic Schrödinger equation, we show rectification of radiation fields in a one-dimensional waveguide doped with a pair of ideal two-level systems for three topical cases: classical driving, under the action of noise, and single photon pulsed excitation. We show that even under the constant action of unwanted noise the device still operates effectively as an optical isolator, which is of critical importance for noise resistance. Finally, harnessing stimulated emission allows for non-reciprocal behavior for single photon inputs, thus showing purely quantum rectification at the single-photon level. The latter is a considerable step towards the ultimate goal of devising an unconditional quantum rectifier for arbitrary quantum states.
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Introduction. One of the most viable perspectives for future information and communication technologies relies on exploiting photonic transport in integrated circuits, which have been experiencing progressive technological achievements and miniaturization [1] . In this context, there is a growing need for the design and implementation of novel optical devices that are able to control photonic transport. Photonic rectification, or optical isolation, lies at the core of such ongoing efforts, with the main aim of devising and ultimately realizing systems that are able to make light propagation unconditionally unidirectional [2] . The impact over current research in nanophotonics is potentially at the level of the role played by electronic diodes. Furthermore, at low temperatures the conduction of heat is mainly executed by photons [3] and preventing unwanted heating is of paramount importance in quantum processing. In fact, such photonic diodes represent key elements to prevent undesired fields to propagate backwards to strategic centers in prospective photonic integrated circuits, thus preserving the processing capabilities of the sources of signals. Such circumstances are required to avoid decoherence within the circuit, by ensuring the signals to be efficiently transmitted to their targets, and information processing units not to be disturbed by undesired reflections.
After an initial focus on rectification of classical driving signals [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] [10] , these concepts are now transferring to the realm of quantum information, where nonlinear systems at the single quantum level are likely to play a major role. Previous proposals have already addressed the possibility of achieving a unidirectional behavior from low energy coherent input radiation fields [11, 12] . Quantum rectification, i.e. non-reciprocal transmission of quantum states of light, has been mainly addressed for optically active media in circularly polarized waveguides [13] . However, an unconditional and passive rectifier of single-photon wave packets has not been designed and rectification in photonic circuits is still in its infancy. Here we take considerable steps in the design of an efficient, noise resistant rectifier operating both in the classical and in the purely quantum regime. We model the one dimensional doped waveguide with a fully quantum input-output stochastic theory. First, we revisit a recently proposed onedimensional configuration, where a Fabry-Perot cavity made of two ideal two-level systems simultaneously provides rectification and high transmission for coherent input states [12] . The system is shown to be resilient to noise still providing mensurable optical isolation even under extenuating circumstances in which the system is simultaneously driven with the desired signal and with an unwanted noisy field. Most importantly, we present yet another novel finding: harnessing stimulated emission allows for non-reciprocal behavior for single photon inputs, thus showing purely quantum rectification at the singlephoton level. Our results are of paramount importance for upcoming quantum technologies in which it is highly desirable to control light transport at the single photon level, that is, at the level of the fundamental transporters of information and heat.
Theory. The one-dimensional photonic device under investigation is schematically shown in Figure 1 : it is a closed channel for radiation propagation coupled to twolevel systems. Such an ideal system can be realized in different solid state integrated platforms, involving either semiconductor [14, 15] , metallic [16] , or superconductor [17] materials technology, where artificial atoms can be treated as externally tunable and close-to ideal two-level systems. Due to the presence of the two quantum emitters, a fully quantum approach is essential to correctly capture the dynamical evolution and stationary state of this system. We model the one-dimensional device through a generalized quantum master equation formula- tion of input-output theory, which was recently extended to arbitrary one-dimensional closed channels made of a sequence (array) of elementary quantum systems [18, 19] . First, we reformulate this powerful approach in the framework of a quantum stochastic Schrödinger equation, which allows us to obtain a more straightforward determination of the output currents. The two infinite one-dimensional channels are explicitly described as left and right modes, respectively, to which we attribute annihilation operatorsr ω andl ω . Hence, the full Hamiltonian describing the interaction between the waveguide modes and the quantum elements of the array is given by
with σ i being an annihilation operator for the ith site of the array, and x i is the corresponding spatial coordinate. By making the standard Markovian approximations assuming flat spectral coupling, the corresponding Heisenberg-Langevin and density matrix master equations were already derived and extensively presented in Refs. 18, 19.
Here we recast this model into quantum stochastic calculus for input-output fields [20] , similarly to the single qubit case already presented in Ref. 21 . The main advantage of this approach is that the Markovian approximation is straightforwardly encoded in the formalism through the Ito product rules [20] . Thus, we define the jump operatorŝ
which can be used to recast the problem into a stochastic Schrödinger equation for the state of the waveguide and two-level systems in the Stratonovich form [20] 
with k = ω in /c describing the input wave vector, and the quantum Wiener noise term being formally expressed aŝ R(t) = t 0 r(s)ds withr(t) = r ω e −iωt dω (and analogously forL), where vacuum Ito rules aredRdR
. This leads to the Ito equation
By making use of the stochastic chain differentiation, dρ = d|Ψ Ψ| + |Ψ d Ψ| + d|Ψ d Ψ|, we can finally derive the stochastic master equation
The rectification factor under unidirectional pumping and (Right) the corresponding diode efficiency as functions of detuning ∆1 = ∆ (∆2 = 0) and interatomic distance L. The pump strength was partially optimised to reach higher diode efficiency and it was set to E = √ 0.05γ.
condition can be imposed as |ξ R (t)| 2 dt = 1. This leads to the following set of coupled master equationṡ
andρ 00 = Lρ 00 , L being the Lindblad operator that accounts for the system internal Hamiltonian and both coherent and incoherent couplings with the onedimensional channels. This set of coupled equations is to be solved with initial conditions ρ ij = ρ initial δ ij noting that each ρ ij = i ξ R,L |ρ|j ξ R,L is a 4x4 matrix. Within this framework, the output fields are defined asdR out =dR +Ĵ R dt anddL out =dL +Ĵ L dt, which corresponds to evaluating the fields outside the system of interest in a position that eliminates the complex spatial phase of the input field, which can always be done. The output photon occupation numbers can also be derived by using standard input-output theory [20] . Hence, the equation of motion for the output photon process is given byd
In the special case of a single photon input we get the average value
Results. We start by evaluating the rectification properties of the system under the continuous wave pump. We define the rectification factor under unidirectional pump along the same lines as it was previously done in 
The diode efficiency optimized over ∆ and L under the action of noise as sketched in Fig. 1-a. Refs. 5, 11, 12, explicitly as a function of the output currents
The rectification factor measures the unbalance between the two directions of transmission when the system is pumped either from the left or from right. The total photonic diode efficiency is thus the product between the rectification factor and the transmission coefficient, D = RT R , where the transmission coefficient is defined
In Fig. (2) we show both the rectification factor and the photonic diode efficiency. We set the pair of twolevel systems in the same configuration as in Ref. 12, i.e. the right atom is kept in resonance with the input light field while the left atom may be detuned. By comparing such results with the semiclassical analysis performed in Ref. 12 we see that the Fabry-Perot approach overestimates the diode efficiency, which is always below 70% when a fully quantum analysis is performed.
Rectification under noise. In the perspective of estimating the noise resistance of the device, it is important to investigate if it still rectifies when it is simultaneously pumped from both sides (see Fig. 1-a) . This is typically the case in realistic situations where a signal is injected into the device, while noise is blocked by the device. If the unwanted field is weak compared to the signal then the net rectification should not be significantly altered. We assume a fluctuating input traveling in the left going mode. More specifically, we assume dL = dW with W being a classical Wiener noise with moments dW = 0 and dW 2 = Γdt such that we have a noisy input in the left going mode with the intensity Γ. This corresponds to a fluctuating field with a broad and unstructured spectrum. In order to obtain the average state we expand the Hamiltonian evolution up to second order using Ito calculus and then average over the classical noise. This 
−Γt/2 and Γ = 2γ when the two-level system receiving the input is in the excited state. In this case we take NR = 2 rather than NR = 1 in order to take into account the extra excitation in the inverted atom. This guarantees that the net diode efficiency is not overestimated.
leads to the following extra term in the master equation
which can be interpreted as a global dephasing process with
and adds an input to the system dN L = Γdt. In Fig. (3) we show the diode efficiency optimized over the signal frequency and inter-atomic distance as a function of the noise-signal ratio Γ/E 2 . Single Photon Rectification through Stimulated Emission. As a final case, we now discuss the quantum rectification of a single-photon input pulse by the stimulated emission of an excited two-level system. Firstly, we point out that, being a non-linear effect, one should not expect rectification in the single excitation manifold where the system effectively responds linearly to the pump. This is confirmed by the fully symmetric transmission coefficient with respect to exchanging the atomic frequencies, as obtained in [24] [see equation (S4) in the supplementary material]. To rectify a single photon input we exploit optimal irreversible stimulated emission [25] . We initially prepare the emitter receiving the input in its excited state while the other is left in its ground state as shown in figure (1-b) and (1-c) . The single photon input tends to stimulate the emission of the excited atom into the same mode and hence in the same direction of propagation. Combining stimulated emission with the asymmetric frequency disposition of the emitters yields rectification under the single photon input. We assume exponentially decaying wave packets, ξ(t) ∝ e −Γt/2 , as they are naturally generated by the emission of a single photon from another two-level system and such packets are optimal in stimulating the emission [25] . The results for the rectification under such conditions are shown in Fig. (4) .As it appears from the plot, sensible rectification of single propagating photons is obtained with our setting of the device, owing to the non-linearity of stimulated emission. In Fig. (4-b) we focus on the efficiency of the diode, where the transmission is now computed with N R = 2 rather then N R = 1, to take into account the extra-excitation used to prepare one of the atoms in its excited state. It shown that the diode is able to block the optimal stimulated emission [25] to the left while it still transmits to the right.
Summary. We have presented a fully quantum model to investigate the performances of a noise resistant, quantum rectifier. Under classical pumping, our device is shown to provide optical isolation even in the presence of unwanted noise of the same order of magnitude as the signal to be transmitted. On the other hand, exploiting stimulated emission allows reaching substantial rectification for single propagating photons. Such configuration is promising for high fidelity quantum rectification. As future steps we envision redundant input states such that several copies of the desired signal state are provided as a single input. Such input states would be rectified and an error correction scheme may be designed such that out of the several imperfect transmitted copies a single high fidelity copy my be distilled [26] . Therefore, the present contribution is likely to provide an important step towards unconditional high fidelity quantum state rectification. 
